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HERE'S THE WAY REVELATION WILL WORK JOHN
.. I''L WIPE OUT THE BAD GUYS AND SAVE

ALL THE GOOD GUYS, SIMPLE, EH? ... JOHUN?



REVELATION

6 Biblical Truth :

Christ Is the head of the church and
expects His church to remain faithful
and true no matter the circumstances.

Christ also warns the church about the
tribulation and the fact that we are
going to be persecuted .

q



REVELATION

Key Verse(s) — Revelation 1.8, 17 -19
(NIV):

8"l am the Alpha and the Omega, " says the Lord God, "who
Is, and who was, and who is to come, the Almighty."

17When | saw him, | fell at his feet as though dead. Then he
placed his right hand on me and said. "Do not be afraid. /
am the First and the Last. 18/ am the Living One; | was
dead, and behold | am alive for ever and ever! And | hold

the keys of death and Hades.




REVELATION

Context

0 Revelation written by John the apostle (1.1, 4.9,
22.8) — Brother of James, son of Zebedee (Matt
(0

. From his writing we know he was a Jew, well
versed in OT / NT

. Church leader familiar w/ churches / towns In
Asia

. Long held by church fathers that John the
apostle

q




REVELATION

Context

0 Written ~ 95 AD

. Written during a time of great persecution of
the church

. AD54-68 ( Nero’s reign)
. AD69-79 (Titus Vespasi an’

.AD81-96 (Domiti anduri Rel gn
Domitian’s reign, Caesart

some churches




REVELATION

0 Key Applications

. We must be prepared spiritually for the "euvil
day" ahead

. We are to watch for the signs of His coming
and not be fooled

. We are to persevere in our faith — which
Christ will help us

. We must resist at all costs emperor worship
and focus on Christ Jesus

q



REVELATION

0 Key Symbolism

F U s e di rORZEENIR | TIress 1l N
Completion / perfection

.. (1.12, 16) seven golden lampstands and
seven stars in His right hand - the
seven churches and the pastors of those

churches




REVELATION

0 Key Symbolism (Cont)

. (1.4) seven spirits (or sevenfold spirit) —
Which is the HOLY SPIRIT

. NOT Iin number or nature, but the infinite
perfect Holy Spirit of God

see also Isa 11.2, Rev 3.1, 4.5 (seven lamps
blazing ), 5.6 (seven eyes)

q



REVELATION

0 Key Symbolism (Cont)
Spirit of the Lord
Nature of Jesus
Spirit of Fear of the Lord
Ability to hear and obey God
Spirit of Wisdom
Ability to make the right decision
Spirit of Understanding
ABI LI TY TO UNDERSTAND GOD?%S W

q




REVELATION

0 Key Symbolism (Cont)
... Spiritof Counsel
The ability to give good advice
... Spritof Power

Might , the ability to do what God
calls us to do

... Spirit of Knowledge

The ability to comprehend beyond
human comprehension

q



REVELATION

1. Letters to the churches — Keys to
understanding

O Real churches

0 John deals with spiritual issues at every
church during every age

0 Jesus is represented as the head of every

church




REVELATION

1. Letters to the churches — Keys to
understanding (Cont.)

O Letters addressed to
messenger” of each <c¢hi

0 Entire book of Revelation sent to all 7
churches (v. 11)

0 Pre-trib says that these are church ages
“di spensati ons?”

q
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REVELATION

2. Introduction (ch 1)

0 V4-“gr ace andrapegescnes lIs and peace
assures us of our salvation

0 V.5 —Christis the author of this word (John is the
transcriber) - identified as the one who frees us from our
sins

0 V.12 — 17 — another description of Christ

q



REVELATION

2. Introduction (ch 1) (cont.)
0 V.12 - 17 — another description of Christ

Like the son of man — John recognizes Him as Jesus but is
seeing Him in His glorified person

Dressed in priestly vestments

Head and hair white — purity

Eyes of blazing fire —to see all

Feet of bronze — to crush His enemies

Voice of rushing waters — voice that called all into creation
Double edged sword — word of God — see Heb 4.12

Face shines with the Shekinah glory of God




REVELATION

3. Ephesus (2.1-7)

One of the largest and wealthiest cities in the eastern
Mediterranean area w/ population of 250,000 people

The temple of the Greek goddess Artemis was located
there

Came under Roman rule around 130 BC

Paul stayed in Ephesus for 2 years and wrote 1 Cor and
other letters there

0 Christ identifies Himself as the center and head
of all the churches - He sees everything that is
done




REVELATION

3. Ephesus (2.1-7) (cont.)

Commendation :

0 hard work, perseverance, cannot tolerate wicked men,
testing those who would lead, endured hardship for His
name and not grown weary

O hate the Nicolaitans — whom Christ also hates

Complaint:

0 Forsaken their first love

0 Fallen from a great height




REVELATION

3. Ephesus (2.1-7) (cont.)

Correction:

0 Repent or you will lose your church and place among the
churches — removing the lampstand is immediate judgment

Challenge

0 To him that overcomes - returns to their firstlove - eat
from the tree of life

q




REVELATION

3. Smyrna (2.8 -11)

City on the Aegean Sea coast north of Ephesus

It had magnificent buildings, and was one of the most prosperous
cities in Asia Minor

Greek colony that was captured and destroyed by the Lydians in
the 7th century BC.

Gospel spread there from Ephesus
Eager to please Rome so emperor worship prevalent

Large and hostile Jewish population

0 Christ identifies Himself as the first and last
— the one who died and came to life again

q



REVELATION

4. Smyrna (2.8 -11) (Cont.)

Commendation:

0 Afflictions and poverty - yet they are rich

0 The sl ander B wantedte be tikdédebwtae”
Romans

Complaint:

0 No complaint

q



REVELATION

4. Smyrna (2.8 -11) (Cont.)

Correction:

0 Do NOT be afraid of what you are about to suffer — some of
you will be put in prison, and suffer persecution for 10 days

Nero — 64-68 AD — Burned Rome and blamed Christians -
crucified and threw Christians into pits with wild animals

Domitian — 90 — 96 AD — Killed thousands in Rome

Trajan — 104 — 117 AD — Outlawed Christianity — Burned
Ignatius at the stake

Marcus Aurelius — 161 — 180 AD — tortured and beheaded
Christians

Severus — 200 — 211 AD — burned, crucified and beheaded
Christians

q




REVELATION

4. Smyrna (2.8 -11) (Cont.)

Correction:

0 Do NOT be afraid of what you are about to suffer — some of
you will be put in prison, and suffer persecution for 10 days

Maximus — 235 — 237 AD — executed Christians
Decius — 250 — 253 AD - tried to wipe out Christians
Valerian — 257 — 260 AD - tried to wipe out Christianity
Aurelian — 270 — 275 AD — persecuted Christians
Diocletian — 303 — 312 AD burned the scriptures

0 Be faithful even to the point of death

q




REVELATION

4. Smyrna (2.8 -11) (Cont.)

Challenge

0 To him that overcomes - perseveres — they will get the
crown of life and not be hurt by the 2 "4 death




REVELATION

5. Pergamos (2.12-17)

North of Smyrna - about 15 miles inland from the Aegean Sea

Built on a cone -shaped hill rising 1000 feet above the
surrounding valley

For a while it was the capitol of the Roman province of Asia
Pergamos was famous for its library and beautiful architecture

Contained a complex of temples to Zeus, Athena and other Greek
gods, and also temples to some Roman emperors

0 Christ identifies Himself as the words of Him
who has the two edged sword

q




REVELATION

5. Pergamos (2.12-17) (Cont.)

Commendation:

0 Iknowwhereyoulive —Sat an’ s — offitial center of
emperor worship

0 Youremain true to my name

0 You did not renounce your faith even when faced with
martyrdom — Antipas is the first martyr of Asia

q




REVELATION

5. Pergamos (2.12-17) (Cont.)

Complaint:

0 Tolerating the teaching of Balaam
0 Tolerating the Nicolaitans

Correction:

0 Repent — Do NOT allow heretical teaching in the church

Challenge

0 To him that overcomes — NOT renouncing your faith —
willingness to suffer for Christ — they will get hidden
manna and a white stone with a new name

q




REVELATION

6. Thyatira (2.18 -29)

. On the Lycus River — modern Akhisar
. Founded by Seleucus | as a military outpost

. Lydia was from Thyatira (Acts 16:12 -15)

0 Christ identifies Himself as the one with eyes
like blazing fire and whose feet are like
burnished bronze




REVELATION

6. Thyatira (2.18 -29) (cont.)

Commendation:

O Your deeds, love, and Faith

O Your service, perseverance

0 Growing in the faith —i.e. doing more now than you did
before
Complaint:

0 Tolerate the teaching of Jezebel

q




REVELATION

6. Thyatira (2.18 -29) (cont.)

Correction:

0 Break away from the sexual immorality and the heretical
teaching

0 Hold on to what you have until | come

Challenge

0 To him that overcomes — Doing His will to the end — 1 will

give authority to rule over nations




REVELATION

/. Sardis (3.1-6)

50 miles east of Smyrna, 30 miles SE of Thyatira -
formerly capitol of Lydia — became part of the Roman
Empire in 129 BC

City of great wealth and fame
Center of paganism — which flourished

Christian community small and week and many of
them returned to their original religions

0 Christ identifies Himself as the Holy Spirit and
head of the church

q



REVELATION

/. Sardis (3.1-6) (cont.)

Commendation:

O No commendation

Complaint:

0 Reputation for being alive but is truly dead




REVELATION

/. Sardis (3.1-6) (cont.)

Correction:

0 Wake up — strengthen what remains and is about to die
0 Complete your tasks

0 Remember what you have received and heard - obey and

repent
0 Christ will surprise them when
Challenge

0 To him that overcomes — Not soiling their clothes — not
watering down Christianity — dressed in white —

q



REVELATION

8. Philadelphia (3.7 -13)

30 miles SE of Sardis — Modern city of Alasehir

Founded by Attalus Il Philadelphus of Pergamos to be
an open door for Greek culture and as love to his
brother

Destroyed by an earthquake in AD 17 and rebuilt by
Emperor Tiberius

Specialized in textile and leather production

0 Christ identifies Himself as the one who is Holy
and True and holds the key of David

q



REVELATION

8. Philadelphia (3.7 -13) (cont.)

Commendation:

0 | know your deeds

0 With very little strength you have kept my word and not
denied my name

o | wi | | make those “Jews’ f al |

0 You have kept my command to endure patiently — | will
also keep you from the hour of trial

q




REVELATION

8. Philadelphia (3.7 -13) (cont.)

Complaint:

0 No complaint

Correction:

O No correction

Challenge

0 To him that overcomes —Holding onto what you have
spiritually — a pillar in the temple of God

q




REVELATION

9. Laodicea (3.14-22)

40 miles SE of Philadelphia, 80 miles E of Ephesus

Wealthy city with a renowned medical school - famous
for eye salves and banks

Exported fine woolen garments

Did not have adequate water

0 Christ identifies Himself as the faithful and true
withess —r ul er over al | God’ s

q




REVELATION

9. Laodicea (3.14-22) (cont.)

Commendation:

O No commendation

Complaint:

0 Being lukewarm

0 Rich and affluent yet no spiritual riches




REVELATION

9. Laodicea (3.14-22) (cont.)

Correction:

0 Trade materialism and become spiritual

0 Accept Christ’s rebuke and di s
0 Be earnest and repent

Challenge

0 To him that overcomes -repents and lives for Christ — I will

give the right to sit with me on my throne
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| LOOKED AT THE END AND WE WIN 1!



