Genesis 7 & 8




Reflections

e God decides to start over
— With great-grandson of Enoch

e Humans orientation to choose evil

e Covenants with a man who is faithful

— Seven times God spoke to Noah, blessings
— Noah faithful, 1 Peter 3:20

Genesis 7



6:22 Noah did everything just as God commanded him.
Genesis 7

1 The LORD then said to Noah, "Go into the ark, you and your whole family, because | have found
you righteous in this generation. 2 Take with you seven of every kind of clean animal, a male and its
mate, and two of every kind of unclean animal, a male and its mate, 3 and also seven of every kind of
bird, male and female, to keep their various kinds alive throughout the earth. 4 Seven days from now |

will send rain on the earth for forty days and forty nights, and | will wipe from the face of the earth

every living creature | have made."
5 And Noah did all that the LORD commanded him.

100 years after hearing from God to build the Ark

Noah and family probably wealthy, obeyed God and left it behind
Seven or seven pairs of clean animals for later sacrifice

40 days common for periods of purification/preparation

If local flood no need for Ark, just migrate
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6 Noah was six hundred years old when the floodwaters came on the earth. 7 And Noah and his sons
and his wife and his sons' wives entered the ark to escape the waters of the flood. 8 Pairs of clean and
unclean animals, of birds and of all creatures that move along the ground, 9 male and female, came to

Noah and entered the ark, as God had commanded Noah. 10 And after the seven days the
floodwaters came on the earth

*  First recorded migration
* Clean and unclean referred to ceremonially clean, not dietetically.

*  What was the earth probably like at that time?
— Geography: flat super continent?
— Weather: tropical world-wide,
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11 In the six hundredth year of Noah's life, on the seventeenth day of the second month—on that day
all the springs of the great deep burst forth, and the floodgates of the heavens were opened. 12 And
rain fell on the earth forty days and forty nights.

. Various naturalistic theories about what this means

— Springs of the great deep
* Subterranean pools, volcanic activity at continental plates?

— Floodgates of heaven
» Possible condensation of vapor ring/canopy around earth (from Gen 1)

— Possibly started by:
— Earthttilting on it's axis
—  Crust slipping
— Asteroids

* Some theories better supported by evidence than others.

God didn’'t explain how he brought this about, just that He did it.
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13 On that very day Noah and his sons, Shem, Ham and Japheth, together with his wife and the
wives of his three sons, entered the ark. 14 They had with them every wild animal according to its
kind, all livestock according to their kinds, every creature that moves along the ground according to its
kind and every bird according to its kind, everything with wings. 15 Pairs of all creatures that have the
breath of life in them came to Noah and entered the ark. 16 The animals going in were male and
female of every living thing, as God had commanded Noah. Then the LORD shut him in.

God commanded the animals, too
All earth life that had breath of life in it, different status from other animals.
God shut them in, and the others out.
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17 For forty days the flood kept coming on the earth, and as the waters increased they lifted the ark
high above the earth. 18 The waters rose and increased greatly on the earth, and the ark floated on
the surface of the water. 19 They rose greatly on the earth, and all the high mountains under the entire
heavens were covered. 20 The waters rose and covered the mountains to a depth of more than twenty
feet. 21 Every living thing that moved on the earth perished—nbirds, livestock, wild animals, all the
creatures that swarm over the earth, and all mankind. 22 Everything on dry land that had the breath of
life in its nostrils died. 23 Every living thing on the face of the earth was wiped out; men and animals
and the creatures that move along the ground and the birds of the air were wiped from the earth. Only
Noah was left, and those with him in the ark.

» Reversed days 2 and 3 of Creation
* Vocabulary describes global, not local, flood

* NT uses the word “kataklusmos” instead of the usual Greek word for flood, meaning global
devasatation.

*  Global flood would negate evolution, critical issue for secularists.
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24 The waters flooded the earth for a hundred and fifty days.
Genesis 8
1 But God remembered Noah and all the wild animals and the livestock that were with him in the ark,
and he sent a wind over the earth, and the waters receded. 2 Now the springs of the deep and the
floodgates of the heavens had been closed, and the rain had stopped falling from the sky.
24 The waters flooded the earth for a hundred and fifty days.

If the earth were round (no mountains or seabeds) today, water would be 2 miles deep everywhere.

Wind similar to the wind of Day 1 in Genesis 1, (wind, spirit, God’s force, as though redoing part of
creation.)
Theories on how the water receded

— Ocean beds sinking

— Continents uplifting

— Volcanic formation of recent igneous high mountains

Many mountaintops have seashells and marine fossils
Pillow lava on mountains, made under great depths of water
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. 2 Now the springs of the deep and the floodgates of the heavens had been closed, and the rain had

stopped falling from the sky. 3 The water receded steadily from the earth. At the end of the hundred

and fifty days the water had gone down, 4 and on the seventeenth day of the seventh month the ark

came to rest on the mountains of Ararat. 5 The waters continued to recede until the tenth month, and
on the first day of the tenth month the tops of the mountains became visible.

Noah waited another seven months after “anchoring” for water to recede
The ark is analogous to Christ, saving the occupants from the “cleansing flood.”
REST, same type as Genesis 2, day 7. The saving work was done.
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6 After forty days Noah opened the window he had made in the ark 7 and sent out a raven, and it kept
flying back and forth until the water had dried up from the earth. 8 Then he sent out a dove to see if the
water had receded from the surface of the ground. 9 But the dove could find no place to set its feet
because there was water over all the surface of the earth; so it returned to Noah in the ark. He
reached out his hand and took the dove and brought it back to himself in the ark. 10 He waited seven
more days and again sent out the dove from the ark. 11 When the dove returned to him in the evening,
there in its beak was a freshly plucked olive leaf! Then Noah knew that the water had receded from the
earth. 12 He waited seven more days and sent the dove out again, but this time it did not return to him.

Waiting for enough land for everybody
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13 By the first day of the first month of Noah's six hundred and first year, the water had dried up from
the earth. Noah then removed the covering from the ark and saw that the surface of the ground was
dry. 14 By the twenty-seventh day of the second month the earth was completely dry.

Probably much different terrain
— 1l Peter 3:6 the world that then was, being overflowed with water, perished.
— Oceans more extensive, contained all the water
— Land less extensive
— Land barren for awhile

Probably much different weather
— No vapor canopy, weather more violent, cooling at the poles.
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15 Then God said to Noah, 16 "Come out of the ark, you and your wife and your sons and their wives.

17 Bring out every kind of living creature that is with you—the birds, the animals, and all the creatures

that move along the ground—so they can multiply on the earth and be fruitful and increase in number
upon it."

1 yearand 17 days later God calls Noah to come out, saying “Go forth...”
* Echoes command/covenant with Adam.

« What must that have looked like to Noah?
— Scary, forboding

 God commands migration and reproduction, animals and people.
— All breathing life spread out from that location, the intersection of three continents.
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Flood Chronology (palistrophic)
/ days for the flood to begin, v7:4
7/ days for the loading of the Ark, v7:10
40 days of rain, v7:12
40 days of deluge, v7:17
150 days of floodwaters, v7:24
God remembers Noah, v8:1
150 days of floodwaters receding, v8:3
40 days before sending out the raven, v8.6-7
[/ days later sending a dove, v8:10
/ days later sends another dove, v8:12

About 371 days total
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18 So Noah came out, together with his sons and his wife and his sons' wives. 19 All the animals and
all the creatures that move along the ground and all the birds—everything that moves on the earth—
came out of the ark, one kind after another.

Palistrophe pattern used in Hebrew literature, progresses to the zenith of a story, then regresses
in mirror-like fashion from there.

Palistrophe pattern also used in Genesis 2&3, mans creation and expulsion from garden, Abram
and Jacob narratives.

Migration from that point to the rest of the earth
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20 Then Noah built an altar to the LORD and, taking some of all the clean animals and clean birds, he
sacrificed burnt offerings on it. 21 The LORD smelled the pleasing aroma...

* Noah expresses gratitude for his safety, worships.

»  First recorded use of an altar

* Reason for bringing extra “clean” animals, v. 7.2

 God’'s aroma smelling vs Babylonian gods swarming like flies because they were hungry.
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21b... and said in his heart: "Never again will | curse the ground because of man, even though every
inclination of his heart is evil from childhood. And never again will | destroy all living creatures, as |
have done.

22 "As long as the earth endures,
seedtime and harvest,
cold and heat,
summer and winter,
day and night
will never cease."

God covenants with his creation, no more cursing the ground, as long has the earth remains.
Judgment and punishment, but no change in human nature
Establishes seasons, and present physical processes, until he recreates the world (Rev 22:3)
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Compared to Gilgamesh, et. al.

- No reason given for flood, extermination

- Secret was leaked to Utnapishtim by another god

- Ark was a cube, about 125 cubits

- Occupants chosen randomly, craftsmen, artisans,
boatmen, and hero’s family

- Occupants shut themselves in

- The god’s were appalled and worried by the destruction

- They were hungry from not having any sacrifices to “eat”

- Made food and drink offerings to the dependent gods.

The God of Israel
IS very different from what others worship.
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